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Presentation: Waugh Thistleton 15 years in Mass Timber 

For the last 15 years, Waugh Thistleton have been at the forefront of the utilization of mass timber in 

construction with around 25 completed projects across a range of scales and types. In the quest for 

better and more sustainable methods of building, we have integrated research into the practice cre-

ating a virtuous cycle of theory, tested through practical application leading to the development of 

new building systems that promise to revolutionize our industry.  

The talk will be a whistle stop tour of our built work, a journey through our current projects and an in-

sight into our plans to change the way we build - the construction revolution. 

 

Presenter: Anthony Thistleton, Director, Waugh Thistleton architects  

Establishing Waugh Thistleton Architects with Andrew Waugh in 1997, An-

thony has dedicated his career to sustainability in architectural practice and 

materially reducing the impact of both energy use and embodied energy in 

construction, culminating in the completion of Murray Grove, the worlds 

first tall CLT structure in 1997.  

Since then, he has developed a broad expertise, garnered through working 

for over 15 years in the development of engineered timber, along with a 

number of research projects focused on the wider use of timber and the 

development of off-site and building systems  

Anthony lectures extensively on the use and future of engineered timber 

and modular solutions and, through an international network of CLT and 

timber producers, Anthony is linked to the entire engineered timber supply 

chain from foresters to producers and end users.  
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Presentation: Mass Timber Demonstration Fire Test Program – Ottawa 2022:  Observations, Lessons 

Learned and Implications for Alternative Solutions and Code Changes  

As developers and design teams continue to research the feasibility of constructing taller mass timber build-

ings in urban areas in Canada, it is necessary to consider that present technical justification and standard 

test results may not be sufficient to overcome the industry’s lack of confidence in mass timber construction. 

To this end, a series of research are being carried out in effort to understand and demonstrate the fire per-

formance of this upcoming construction material. 

 

Presenter: Claire Yuan, P Eng – Associate, GHL Consultants LTD.  

Claire Yuan is a Professional Engineer involved in various Mass Timber research pro-

jects including EMTC Char Rate Study and the current National Mass Timber Fire 

Demonstration Test Program, the largest mass timber compartment fire test.  She is 

also responsible for several ongoing Mass Timber research projects. Specializing in 

Fire risk analysis and performance-based design, she is pursuing a MASc degree 

from the University of Waterloo.  
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Presentation: Metal-Plate-Connected Wood Trusses 

Metal-Plate-Connected Wood Trusses have been used for over 50 years in Alberta. The presentation will 

focus on applications, installation, quality control, and roles and responsibilities in specifying trusses. 

Presenter: Dave Pasolli, Executive Officer, Western Wood Truss Association of Alberta 

Dave serves as the Executive Officer of the Western Wood Truss 

Association of Alberta and has been in the manufactured wood 

industry for the last 37 years. 
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Presentation: THE ADVANTAGES OF DESIGNING SCHOOLS WITH WOOD. 

 

Wood is an inherently valuable resource for the design and construction community, with a huge opportuni-

ty to increase its use in both new construction and renovations and upgrades. Wood is an amazingly useful 

and resilient material. Thanks in part to advances in the industry, wood can now be used in applications that 

were traditionally reserved for concrete and steel – and it should be a regular part of our architectural, engi-

neering and construction vernacular. 

One sector that deserves special attention when it comes to an increased use of wood in design and con-

struction is the education sector, with a focus on K-12 schools. 

Each school project, regardless of whether it is new construction, an addition / expansion, or a retrofit, rep-

resents an opportunity to further the provincial and federal governments’ desire to reduce carbon emissions 

and footprints, work towards net-zero and support local forest-based economies. Additionally, school dis-

tricts have ready access to homegrown technology that is leading edge, globally. In other words, there are 

many reasons to use wood in schools. 

Presenter: Ray Wolfe, Partner, thinkspace architecture 

Ray is an award-winning architect and partner at Thinkspace Archi-

tecture® Planning Interior Design in Surrey, British Columbia. He has 

been a proponent of mass timber and wood construction in schools 

for a large portion of his career, and is the principal architect for the 

recently-completed four-storey mass timber Robert G. Kuhn Centre 

at Trinity Western University in Langley, BC.  

 

Ray also led the team that just completed a new research report ti-

tled, "Wood Use in British Columbia Schools." The report is a practi-

cal guide for school districts, administrators, and design professionals 

on the use of wood and wood products in the construction of K-12 

schools in British Columbia. 
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Presentation: Things You Shouldn't Unsee: 30 Years of Observations in the Timber Industry 

 

Certain common themes of design and detailing in timber occur even as the heavy and mass timber genre 

has grown-up. As a new generation of timber specialists continue the development of the industry, it is ben-

eficial to understand common past pitfalls and poor practice that are best avoided. 

Several projects will be discussed, briefly for their triumphs, but mostly for some of their challenges, resolu-

tion, and lessons learned. Discussion of reasons they were permitted to occur in the first place will take 

place. Additionally, common poor habits of the design, development and building industries will be present-

ed. 

Presenter: Reid Costley, P. Eng., Principal, Senior Structural Engineer; T1W Engineering Ltd. 

Based in Canmore, Alberta, Reid is now the Principal of T1W Engineering Ltd. Over a 

30-plus year career, Reid has been fortunate to grow with the timber industry. Firms 

under his guidance have flourished and he is proud to have helped develop many ex-

cellent young timber engineers and produced many award-winning projects. 
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Presentation: Indigenous projects relationships to wood construction. 

 

This session will cover Métis Crossing's recently constructed Cultural Gathering Centre, Boutique Lodge and 

the Veteran's Monument along with a few other Indigenous projects that favor wood construction. The con-

versation will include a brief discussion on engagement, procurement methods and implementation to high-

light the success of how wood was implemented in structural systems and craft details. 

Presenter: Tiffany Shaw, Métis Architect with Reimagine Architects 

Tiffany’s passion for collaboration and community informs every aspect 

of her architectural and artistic practice. She is renowned for her in-

sightful aesthetic and sensitivity to diverse cultural landscapes. Her 

work forms a cohesive narrative between past, present, and future con-

cepts, bringing essential relational and cultural aspects into contempo-

rary practice to create the most sustainable designs uniquely specific to 
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Presentation: Wood Design Manual 2020: A walkthrough of main sections and changes. 

 

The presentation will provide a quick overview of the Wood Design Manual 2020 with a focus on the additions and updates related 

to the latest changes in the CSA O86:19 standard (Engineering design in wood) and the National building Code of Canada (NBC) 

2020. The presentation will also focus on the new selection tables and the updated example on the design of CLT shearwalls in 

platform-type construction following its adoption in the NBC 2020. 

Presenter: Yang Du, Technical Specialist 

Yang Du completed a Master of Applied Science degree in Civil Engineering 

from the University of Ottawa in 2016. He joined the Canadian Wood Coun-

cil in 2017 and his main responsibilities include updating the CWC publica-

tions such as the Wood Design Manual, developing and testing the Wood-

Works® software, and participating in the development of the wood design 

standard CSA O86. 


